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agement the inhabitants of this place, and the Indian tribes on
the Mississippi, acknowledge a happy and easy deliverance from an
enemy that absolute necessity obliged them for a moment to counte-
nance. I beg you may be assured every particular of your orders
shall be strictly attended to, and put in execution without delay.
I am happy in having your approbation of Capt. Dease’s able assistance
to act in conjunction with me. I shall only take the liberty to remark,
the only change that can at present be made about the garrison, is to
put in comfortable quarters in which to lodge the troops; and as for
provisions, in my opinion, the cheapest and most convenient means
would be to send a detachment from here, taking the Sauks, etc., on
their way, and bring from some distance about St. Louis, a drove of
cattle, where the Indians report that there are vast droves running wild
about American abandoned settlements. In this case, and even in the
event of depending upon the Indians, a quantity of salt would be neces-
sary.

Lieut. Graham having arrived last evening with the detachment from
Rock River, I have the honor to communicate to you, that on leaving
here 27th ult., they made the best of their way, and arrived at the Rock
River on the 29th; and soon got certain information that the enemy
were near at hand, but could not know their strength till eight large
gun-boats hove in sight on the 5th inst., at four o'clock in the after-
noon. The foremost, being the largest, and a finely painted boat, was
supposed to be the commanding officer’s. She had a white flag hoisted
at her mast-head. This was supposed to be with an intent either to de-
ceive the Indians, or to use every means to gain them over to their
side. Our people kept themselves concealed, expecting the enemy would
attempt to ascend the Rapids, when they would have had a fair oppor-
tunity to capture the whole. The enemy had no communication with
the Indians, but lay quietly at anchor.

In the course of the night, contrary to Lieut. Graham’'s orders, some
of the Indians shot two of the sentries from off their boats, and the next
morning the enemy struck the white flag, and, to their confusion be it
said, hoisted a scarlet one in its place, a signal for no quarters. Lieut.
Graham, finding their intentions were to remain there some time, and
as the Indians became ungovernable, it became necessary to commence
a fire upon them, which was done with much honor to those who com-
manded the guns. They having fired about fifteen rounds into the front
boat, she turned her stern to the current, and sailed down as fast as
possible, the seven others immediately following. The guns played up-
on them as long as they could be dragged along the beach.

Lieut. Brisbois commanded one of the swivels, Sergt. Keating the
three-pounder, and Sergt. Colin Campbell of the Fencibles or Volunteers,
the other swivel. The shots were well directed, for out of fifty-four
that were fired, not more than three missed doing execution.
The enemy were thrown into such a consternation on seeing a
few red coats, that they could do nothing with their guns, and
in fact did not fire more than fifteen shots till they recovered
their senses, and then they were too far off to do execution, but kept



